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Maverick Updates 

 
Three wheels… four, or more? 

If you have been following the (almost 
dramatic) month by month development 
of our newest Maverick flying car, you 
know that we have been experimenting 
with making it with either one or two 
front wheels. At this time, it is more 
expedient for us to test and experiment 
with both designs on one chassis, than to 
hand-build two different chassis. The 
development team expects to offer both 
three wheel and four wheel vehicles.     
   Preparing the Hood Cover 

 
The Maverick gets a temporary cloth 
cover as hood designs are discussed. 
Wheel clearance, aerodynamics, and 
looks are three major factors.    

 Windshield Design looks Clear  

 
Steve clips a piece of plexiglass onto the 
front of the Maverick as he prepares to 
cut a windscreen to size. Completing a 
fiberglass hood is one of the next projects. 

  Zenith 801 is Operational 

 
Troy (above) performs a preflight check in 
sub-freezing weather as he prepares to 
take the newly reassembled kit-built 
airplane for a flight. This was the plane 
showcased in the July Flyer, originally 
named the “Bien Hecho en Ecuador.” 
(“Made Well in Ecuador,” or “Good Job, Ecuador!”) 

Last June, in Ecuador, the President of the 
country inspected the plane and indicated 
that he believed that Zenith planes should 
be certified by their government. The 
paperwork process is extensive, and small 
bureaucracies are rarely more efficient 
than large ones. Galo Ortiz (the manager 
of the Shell, Ecuador aircraft building 
plant) continues plodding the paper trail.   



      Christmas Card Photo 

 
FYI: Several people contacted us about 
the group photo on Steve’s Christmas 
Letter, suggesting that we identify all the 
people in the picture. There wasn’t room 
on Steve’s Christmas Greeting to tell who 
we are and what we do, (and there isn’t 
room here, either). However, here are our 
names and “major functions” we perform:  
(Front row) Steve Saint, (Founder, Innovator). 
Stephenie Davis, (Media Tech, Translator). 
Heather Bensler (Dr. Evan’s wife, assists in 
medical projects).    (Middle row) Gene Walrath, 
(Shop Machinist). Jesse Saint, (Treasurer). Troy 
Townsend, (Chief Operating Officer, Test Pilot).  
David Dempsey (Temporary Consultant, see 
below). Dr. Evan Bensler, (Medical Consultant, 
Media Tech)   (Back row) Steve Buer, (Shop 
Machinist). Ron Lytle, (Office Manager). Mark 
Stringer, (Medical Equipment Tech). Not present 
were volunteers Barry Williams, (Engineer) and 
Andy Heckman (Welder, Fabricator). All of us 
do a multitude of things not listed above.  

              Cessna Report 
David Dempsey from PA was with us in 
December, compiling and completing a 
detailed report on the effects of 
experimental equipment that we sampled 
on our experimental Cessna 172 airplane. 
Various pieces of equipment were tested 
including wing tip extensions, propeller 
variations, experimental landing gear, and 
passenger seat modifications (folding 
seats which allow cargo). The report also 
assessed possible benefits of each.    

           Workbooks are In 

 
The Missions Dilemma Workbook is back 
from the printers! The 85 page spine-
bound soft-cover book is a companion to 
the professionally produced DVD series 
of the same name. The seven part Video 
series was built on concepts from Steve’s 
book, The Great Omission, and the seven 
chapter workbook builds on both. The 
workbook has a page of discussion 
questions at the end of each chapter, and 
the majority of the book is information for 
either group or individual study. The new 
workbooks $6.00 (or less) through our 
website or by phone.     
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               Behind   the  “Seens” 
                                                              “IFR Windscreen?” 
                                                                        As we were trying                                                   
                                                                       different designs to   
                                                                      determine the initial  
                                                                       shape  of  the  new  
                                                                      Maverick windshield, 
                                                                     we jokingly suggested  
                                                                     that  this  could  be  an  
                                                                      IFR version for pilots  
                                                                          rated to fly with 
                                                                             instruments.  
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