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              Oshkosh Adventure  

 
By Steve Saint  Aug. 2009: 

People are fascinated with almost anything that 
is the “mostest”: the thickest milkshake, steepest 
roller coaster, biggest mall, largest McDonalds, 
tallest person – and anyone who likes airplanes 
loves the annual Oshkosh, Wisconsin Fly-in. 
Itec was there this year along with about 10,000 
airplanes and almost a million aviation 
enthusiasts from all over the world. 
The biggest plane there this year was the Airbus 
380, which has 2 full passenger floors above a 
third cargo floor.  The most novel aircraft this 
year was the White Knight 2; two planes whose 
wings join in the middle so it can carry the 
private space ship funded by Virgin Atlantic 
Airlines to high altitude where it launches it for 
tourist flights into space. 
After those 2 aircraft, we were told that the Itec 
Maverick Flying Car attracted the most attention.  
We were told that the video of the Maverick was 
the most watched video on the Experimental 
Aircraft Association web site. 
What we know for sure is that we had a steady 
stream of people asking questions, taking 
pictures, watching videos of the Maverick and 
wondering aloud why Christians would spend so 
much time and effort designing a flying car to 
help people we don’t even know and aren’t 
responsible for.  People came by all week, when 
the sun was shining and when it was raining. 
They kept coming by even during the afternoon 
air show extravaganzas that were held each day. 

 
We also had N5156H, known as “56 Henry” on 
display – we had both the 56 Henry that I flew in 
End of the Spear, and the mock up plane that was 
torn apart in the movie after my dad and his 
friends were speared.  Marlin Horst, a friend and 
supporter of Itec, received permission from the 
FAA to allow us to fly dad’s ‘bucket drop’ and 
‘parachute drop’ at public air shows around the 
country.  (We have even talked about putting the 
Maverick and 56 Henry on the road with a 
display trailer behind a motor home, visiting 
church parking lots and local airports to promote 
missions- sometime in the not too distant future.) 
If you get this newsletter, then you know why we 
do the things we do at Itec.  We are working to 
grow God’s army by making it possible for a 
broader range of God Followers to join the 
ranks. We are also working to change the Great 
Commission strategy of the Church in North 
America to better coincide with Christ’s 
command that all of us in His service need to 
recruit and disciple others to win the war of love, 
hope and security from the king of chaos who 
promotes domination, hate and despair. 
This year the Experimental Aviation Association 
chose to promote mission and humanitarian 
aviation as a special theme for Air Adventure 
2009 at Oshkosh.  It was a great opportunity to 
expose thousands and thousands of people to the 
reality that ‘missions’ is not about narrow-
minded fanatics forcing their beliefs on innocent 
people living in ‘Edenic’ cultures who are free 
from danger and sickness.  It is about creative, 
motivated and caring people giving their lives 
and talents to offer physical and spiritual help 
and hope to hurting people – which is our 
responsibility. 
I was proud and humbled at the same time, 
watching Troy, Lora, Steve Buer, Ginny and 
Jonathan from our Itec staff, along with Arlen, 
Jay, Marlin, Jeanie, Charlie, Arlene, Vern, Amy 
and the Dowling family who worked like 
champs to get the Itec message out.  You would 
have been proud too.                          Continued�  



Results?  Well, all of us on duty worked, slept, 
ate and carpooled together for a week, 16 hours a 
day in perfect harmony, for one.  We were a very 
visible and compelling part of the Fly4Life 
theme too.    And we promoted Itec… 

 
That’s right, we promoted Itec. Most of you 
know that we have always tried to get attention 
for ministry rather than to promote Itec.  We are 
beginning to change that because our special way 
of doing missions is critical to the Great 
Commission, and to the continued, meaningful 
involvement of North America in reaching our 
world for Christ. 
You are a critical part of making it possible for 
us to do our critical job.  Your financial support, 
volunteer time, prayer support and 
encouragement make what we do possible.  You 
are partners with us in all that we are doing. 
I know, some of you are going to be surprised 
that I said out loud that we need your financial 
support.  Well, even old guys can learn things 
along the way.      Thanks to all our partners. 
       -Steve, for Team Itec  
If you would like to partner with us, please 
contact Itec at 352-465-4545 or www.itecusa.org 
 

           A Wing & a Prayer  

 
Many of our new ideas that start with 
primitive testing methods develop into solid 
performing products that help to impact our 
world for Christ.    

      56 Henry’s Space Flight 

         
Explaining that space flight is not the highest 
calling for a pilot,  astronaut Patrick Forrester 
took a piece of Nate Saint's Piper PA-14 onboard 
the space shuttle "Discovery," which lifted off 
from Kennedy Space Center on Aug. 28 and is 
now docked at the International Space Station. 
NASA took the small piece of missionary history 
(a piece of aluminum donated by Steve Saint) to 
spotlight missionary aviation. After returning to 
earth, it will be sent to the Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship Museum in Nampa, Idaho where the 
rest of 56Henry is on display. "Bringing attention 
to and renewing interest in missions would be a 
great result of this experience," said Forrester. 
"My deepest intent is to honor Nate Saint, the 
Saint family and all missionaries around the 
world."  

                  Parting Thought 
"We are all called to serve God in some 
manner,"        -Astronaut Patrick Forrester  
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                               Behind the “Seens” 

                               
                          56Henry’s aluminum battery box  
                          before its monumental ride to the  
                              International Space Station  
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